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~ OLD-FASHIONED CUPCAKE 
é with CAPPUCCINO 


Ss 


SAGAN SAGAN 


Somehow, ™ © 


I've been in top 
form lately. 





| don’t search for gray 
hair anymore. My skin 
hasn't been dry. | threw 
all my cigarettes away, 
reduced my alcohol 
intake, and haven't felt 
down for no reason. 












































wothat my 3 : And 
younger there's no 
boyfriend g question... 
is awfully gy \ 

adorable. 





DON'T YOU 
ALWAYS RELY 
ON YOUR 
‘SMARTPHONE 
FOR THAT? 























Ss 


I WANT TO BE 
WOKEN BY YOU 
EVERYDAY... 


IF You END 
UP SHAVING 
IN THE OFFICE 
UKE LAST TIME, 





UP AND PLEASE 
PUT ON Some 
(LoTHES! 


UM NOT LETTING 
You STAY OVER 
ANYMORE, 
GOT THAT?! 


COULD I 
WHEN youre “Cheer 
HANGING 
AROUND IN 
BED. 
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wy) 3 CERTAINLY 
ps cont wake 


























NATTO 
SURE IS 
SMELLY WHEN 
IT'S ANOTHER 
PERSON 
EATING IT. 


SINCE THE 
SMELL OF 
NATTO NEVER 
BOTHERED ME 
WHEN I EAT 
ALONE. 





TAM. 
S so) You were 
UT = SAYING THAT 
WON ir WEEKDAYS, my EVEN ALONE 


IT TAKES YOU 
COMES TOA WHILE TO re 


NATTO IS 
mounTaN- “EVE : SHeLY. 
EERING OR ENGINE STAR- 

FISHING, “TED, HULI? 
YOU'RE ie taee 
READY To 
GO BY 
4AM, 
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irs THATS 

Just Nor 
THAT NO EVEN THE 
ONE WILL 
SAY ANY- 


Issue. 


HONESTLY, 

WHY DON'T 

YOu JUST 
LEAVE SOME 

















AS YOU'D 
EXPECT, ITD 
BE BAD IF T 

WORE THE SAME 
NECKTIE FOR 
THREE STRAIGHT 
DAYS. 


WEARING 

THE SAME 

SUIT FOR 
THREE STRAI- 
GHT DAYS, IS 



































THEY L 
DIDN'T = BOUGHT 

HAVE ONE FROM 

NECKTIES, THE CON- 

THOUGH. VENIENCE 
STORE. 


ISN'T 
IT MORE 
CONVENIENT 
THAT WAY? 





THEN AGAIN, 
I, WHO GETS 
T WILL DELIGHTED 
TAKE THE = WHEN YOU ASK, 
OFFER AM ALSO AN 
AND LEAVE =" OLD MAN. 
Two sulTs 
HERE. 


BLANK, SO 
MUCH DIS- 1M CLUELESS 
TANCE WOULD pgour wHaT's 
YOU EXPECT CONSIDERED 
WHEN DATING “Gare oR 
FOR HALF A ‘our. 
YEAR? 


ME THAT 
MAKES YOU 
AN OLD 
MAN. 


IT’S OLD. 
MEN WHO. 
ASK THESE 

THINGS... 





My 
BELONG- 
INGS IN THIS 
HOUSE HAVE 
BEEN INCREA- 
SING BIT BY 









































PLEASE 
LET ME 
BORROW A 
NECKTIE. 









WHAT | 
INTEND? 












































YOU AL- 
READY HAVE A 
TOOTHBRUSH AND 
UNDERWEAR HERE, 
BUT YOU'RE TIED 
UP OVER A 
surr? 











EATING NOODLES 

WHILE WEARING 

SUCH HIGH-RISK 
NEGKTIES? 


I DARESAY 
I’M JAPAN'S 
BEST CURRY 
UDON-EATER. 


























IT’S BEEN THEN I'LL 

AWHILE GIVE THIS 
SINCE I LAST TO YOU. 
WORE THIS, 
SO SURELY 
NO ONE WILL 
NOTICE IT'S 

MINE. 


IF 
POSSIBLE, 
COULD YOU 
PLEASE LEND 
ME A TEN- 
DOLLAR 
Te? 


eur i's 
AN ESSEN- 
TIAL SKILL 
TO MAs- 
TER WHEN 
WoRerie ABSURD, 
IN SALES. 





I DONT 
OWN ANY 
THAT'S WORTH 
LESS THAN A 
HUNDRED. 






































HAS THIS 
JOB ALWAYS 
BEEN ONE WHERE 
YOU NEED TO HONE 
SUCH SKILL BEFORE 
YOU FIT ITS DES- 
CRIPTION? 


Alciee 


YouR 

FACE SAYS 
YOU DON'T 

UNDERSTAND Fa 
IT AT ALL. 


Not 
‘SOMETHING 
THAT LOOKS 
60 EXPENSIVE 
AS THIS. 


EXPENSIVE 
NECKTIES, AN 
EXTRAVAGANT LLICKY ii0 ae veal 
WATCH, KEEPING THe ITS FUN, i 
HOUSE CLEAN, MAKING 
SURE TO EAT BReAK- ALL 
PAST—THEY'RE 
PART AND PARCEL 
OF THAT IMPOR- 
TANT JOB. 


i a L MAY 
AL UT NOT UNDER- 
Twas suet _ricut, as WOW. uke me eran, 
THINKING — THANKS, YOU WORKAHOLIC 
I've GOTTEN CAN GO AHEAD 
TOO OLD FOR AND KEEP 
THIS STYLE THAT. 


IT'S RATHER 
OUTWORN, 
$0 IT SHOULD 
ONLY AMOUNT 
TO AROUND 
THREE DOLLARS 
BY NOW. 





TLL 
JERK 
IBET YOU OFF 
YOU'RE SINCE 
SPORTING _WE'RE 
ANOTHER RUNNING 
STIFFY OUT OF 
DOWN TIME. 
THERE. 


I WON'T 
DEMOTE YOU 
EVEN IF YOU 
GET CURRY 

ON IT, 











TLL 
WASH THE 
MUGS. YOU 
GO CHECK 
THE WEATHER 
FORECAST. 


‘COME 
ON, Just 
GO AND 
CHECK IT. 
































SEEMS 
LIKE I'D 
BE ABLE 
I TO RETURN 
WONDER EARLY, SOT 
HUNG OUT 
THE LALIN- 
DRY. 


IF ITLL 

BE SUNNY 

UNTIL THE 

THE WEATHER EVENING. 
FORECAST IS THE 

SAME, BY PHONE OR 
BY TV. WEREN'T 
THOSE YOUR 
WORDS? 
































IT LOOKS 
LIKE IT'D 
BE CLEAR 
SKIES ALL 
DAY, 






















































































—s Oy 
Qe hi? 












ieee 
2 I Guess 
2 / 74s one's Uf 
NO, HUH? 7 Z 
You tT fn 
THE HOME- 









































RUN. 























BUT WHEN 
YOU'RE THIS 
TOUCHED, IT'S 
KINDA... 


HARD TO 
ENDURE... 


Up Me yl 


7g 


TOGAWA. 
u 


v 
YM 


WOULD 
YOU PLEASE 
STOP USING 
NON-EXISTENT 
AS A STRANGERS... 
BENCHMARK 
FOR SELF- 
DENIAL LIKE 
THAT. 
































HAVE T MADE 
YOU WAKE UP 
: EARLIER THAN 
You were | TrvOu USUAL? 
‘SOUND 
ASLEEP. 


HAD TOLD 
‘ME, THEN T 
COULD'VE 
DONE THE 
LAUNDRY. 


LIKE YOUR EGG 
OMELETTES, AND 
SWEET OR re THAT'S WHY 
SAVORY? ee YOU SHOULD 
YOU DON'T GO BACK TO 
CHANGE YOUR PLACE 
YOUR suit TODAY. 
eveRY 
DAY. 




















FOR 
PACKED 
LUNCHES, 
IgN'T IT 
BETTER TO 
MAKE THEM 
‘SWEET? 


TO MAKE 
THEM FOR 
MYSELF. 


I PREFER 
‘SAVORY. 


BUT DON'T 
YOU ALWAYS 
MAKE SAVORY 
ROLLED OME- 
LETTES? 


Is THs 
YOUR FIRST 
TIME MAKING 

PACKED 

LUNCH? 





ICANT 
DENY THAT, 


BUT.. 


BECOMING 
DISLIKED BY 
THE ONE YOU 
FANCY IS. 
Just HOW 
LPE IS. 


ISN'T IT? 






























































HAS 
ANYONE 
EVER MADE 
LUNCH FOR 
You? 


iat 
REMEMBER 
THERE WAS AN 
INSTANCE I GOT 
DUMPED THE 
NEXT DAY ATER 
RECEIVING A 
HOMEMADE 
LUNCH. 


NO ONE'S 
DISLIKING YOU 
NOW. 





I CAN'T BE 
TOO COMPLA- 
CENT EVEN IF 

WE'RE TOGETHER, 
BECALISE APPA- 
RENTLY I'M A 
DULL MAN. 





HAVE YOU 
EVER DONE 
YOU'VE SUCH THINGS 


HAVEN'T, WITH THOSE 
RIGHT? PEOPLE? 


Bur 
BECALISE 
THE LOVE 


IT WASN'T 
BECAUSE 
YOU DION'T 
WANT THEM 


YOU HAD FOR TO DISLIKE 


THEM, ONLY 
WENT SO 
FAR. 


YOU, 


I ALWAYS: 
LET THEM 
CHOOSE WHICH 
MOVIE WE WERE 
GOING TO SEE, 
AND PROBABLY 


“* TRIED TO MATCH 


THEIR TASTE IN 
EVERYTHING. 


BUYING 
A HEAD- 
SCRATCHING 


BOARD GAME 


AND JOKING 
AROUND ALL 


GETTING 
MAD OVER 
THE SIMP- 
LEST MAT- 

TERS, 


‘SURPRISING 
‘ME ON AN 


ING ORDINARY 
ee Oa, 
TWAT's NOT 
TO MY LIke 

ING, 





THEY WEREN'T 
RELATIONSHIPS: 
YOU WANTED LONG- 
TERM, WHICH WAS 
WHY YOU WERE 
EXTRA CON- 
SIDERATE. 


AND AS FOR : eS y 
ME, THIS 1S \ « The AiRst 
THE FIRST TIME ONE TO HAVE 
IVE EVER SAID TASTED MY HOME 
ANYTHING LIKE 
THIS TO THE ONE 
TM DATING. 


Iwas 
JEALOUS OF 
YOUR PAST 
RELATIONSHIPS, 
60 I WAS SORT 
OF TRYING TO 
CONVINCE YOU 
THEY WEREN'T 
SERIOUS... 


WOULD YOU 

Uke 10.60 | |... sHouLon't 

TOGETHER? ou Be CONC 
ALREADY? 





you 


PLEASE 
EXCUSE 
ME. 


We 
WOULDN'T 
RUN INTO 
ANYONE IN 

THIS REMOTE 
PLACE THAT'S 





YOUR NECK 
WILL START 
HURTING IF 
YOu TWIST IT 
TOO MUCH. 
















































































DON'T 
YAWN WHERE 
A SUBOR- 
DINATE CAN 


T FEEL LIKE 
T HAVEN'T 
DID SEEN YOU 
YOU GO IN ALONG 
SOME- WHILE. 
WHERE? 


IS 
DELICIOUS, 
HUH? 


WHERE 
BRING 
DID You e 


Buy THAT 
AGAN? OF THAT 


DRIED 
ce SQUID 
* LIKE BE- 
FORE. 


OH YEAH, 
THAT WEDDING 
PARTY YOU 
MENTIONED, 
HOW DID 
IT Go? 












































yO 


THERE'S 
A CERTAIN 
( GLOW TO YOUR 
SKIN AND YOUR 
HAIR, OR IS 
THAT JUST 
ME? 


I'VE STARTED 
SEEING A MEN'S 
ESTHETICIAN. 





Irs 
ONE WOMAN, 
THAT'S Not AN 
YOUNGER,  eene- 
ZESTY. WHICH “Ticipn, 
EXPLAINS WHY ey" 
YOU'VE BEEN “ir 
TAKING Go0D © * 
CARE OF 
YOURSELF. 




















OH, SO 
NOW YOU'RE 4 
BRIMMING WITH SERIOUS- Uy 
ENERGY AFTER LY?! 
SCREWING A 
YOUNG WO- 
H 





z 


ARE rsa 
YOU SURE LOOK, JOKE. 
YOU'RE NOT YOU'RE 

GETTING HERE. 

OFF? 





come 10 | vow 
THINK OF IT, ; JAM LY 


TTocawa 1s. your 
2? FOOT 
waare Ror 

















v 


WASN'T 
THAT FROM — YOU KNOW, 
ApRivATe THE BLUE 


DID YOU COLLECTION OF ONE THAT'S 
Give IT AN EXCLUSIVE ALITTLE 
AWAY? COUTURIER? YOU WEIRD. 
SPENT YOUR 
FIRST BONUS 
ON IT. 


T'VE BEEN 
THINKING 


THE COLOR 
































Bur, 









you 

REALLY 
JOKES PRIZED 
ASIDE, DID. THAT 
JSOMETHING ONE. 
HAPPEN? 





I'M DE- _.. THERE'S 
CLUTTERING. “NOTHING 

I DON'T KNOW GOING ON, 
WHY, BUT THE REALLY. 
BIGGER THE 


HOUSE, THE 
MORE STUFF 













































EVEN IF 


YOU MOVE 
ITS SOMEWHERE 
ABOLIT TIME. WITH MORE ST0- “Thanks 
It RAGE ROOM, ory 
AWAY THE THERE'S sIMP- so 


RELICS OF LY NO END 


Could... 


AND 
WHAT ARE 
THOSE "RE- 
LICS OF YOUR 
YOUTH"? 


this be... 








This may just be bad. 





No, not fine. 
It’s defi- ueay: 
nitely bad. Te: 
FINE. 


REALLY, 























































































































TILL TAKE 
CARE OF IT 
ALL. 





Intoxicated, blissed out, 
like walking on air. 


Pathetically, shamefully, 
as if in a trance. 


This has become too... 


How 
careless 
canl 
get? 


Would a 
subordinate 
normally wear 
a superior’s 
necktie? 


This goes 
beyond 
carelessness 
already, I've 
completely 
lost all 
reason. 





























Don't 
tell me... 


I've been 
in this, 
state since 
summer? 





FIXING 
TOGAWA'S 


NOTHING 
ELSE, 


THANKS, 


IS THERE 
ANYTHING MORE 
YOU'D LIKE TC 


KETO 
ORDER ASIDE 
FROM EGGS? 





I'm a disgusting, 
lovestruck old man. 



















































































You 
‘SHOULD 
GO Assist 
KANZAKI-SAN 
INSTEAD. 


NAKA- 
‘MURA-KUN'S: 
COMING WITH 

‘ME TODAY. 


TOMI- 
ZAWA-SAN 
HAS TAKEN 
S60,  ALIKING 
PLEASE. TO YOU, 





































































































YOUR 
PHONE IS. 
RINGING. 


CANT EXCUSE 
SWING BY ME, 
‘THE CONVE- 
NIENCE 
STORE REAL 
QUICK? 





Aren’t you in the 
middle of work? 


Everything’s 
been taken care of. 


Can I come 
over tonight? 













































































No, go home 
for today. 
































WHAT D0 
You SAY WE 
GRAB A BITE 

AROUND HERE 
BEFORE WE 
HEAD BACK? 


IT'S FINE, 
IT'S FINE. 


ITs A 
PERSONAL 
MATTER, 
ANYWAY. 


Also, could you 
eat the packed 
lunch somewhere 
other than your 
desk? Just in 
case. Sorry. For 
being so pushy. 












































DID You 
HAVE AN 
ARGUMENT 
WITH YOUR 
GIRLFRIEND? 



























































Would you like to They’ve put up 
visit a hot spring again? a tree in the side 
On our three-day holiday. street as well. 


BETTER 


SETTLE THAT 
Please think of ‘ BEFORE 


something you want. % CHRISTMAS. 
























































Two suits. 
Socks, underwear, casual clothes. 
Sleepwear, sleeptalk. 

Two more suits. 

Christmas once again. 


The things | want 
‘spring up endlessly. 


At this rate... 
unbecoming of my age, 
Iwill keep drowning . 

















However... 























A"NEW THINGS GROW OLD, BUT THEY CAN BE POLISHED. HAPPY ENDINGS IN LIFE DON'T ONLY COME ONCE...PROBABLY?" STORY. 


Even just 
two suits... 


Even just 
one necktie... 








The story follows Nozue, a salaryman of about forty, who has now entered a relationship with his subordinate, Togawa. Ever since the two of them became 
entangled together, they had spent their days in saccharine bliss, One day, Nozte mindlessly gave an old necktie to ‘Togawa, and was questioned about it 
by Kaki hhad worked with since day one. As a result, he started to realize how engulfed in love he had been. Worrying over the possibility 
Of their relationship coming to light, he tried Keeping his distance from Togawa, However. 














We probably should've 
let our relationship remain as 
superior and subordinate, 


in order to protect him. 










































































MY NERVES 
WON'T CALM 
DOWN AT 

Alt. 


























WOULD 
REALLY 
ADVISE YOU 
TO INSTALL 


I'M HERE 
TO RETURN 


THE LUNCH 
IT was 
VERY BOX. 


I HAVE 
BROUGHT DELICIOUS. 
THE SUITS 
I WILL BE 

LEAVING 

HERE. 








I WASN'T 
Yer. No, 





ARE YOU NOT 
COLD DRESSED 
LIKE THAT? 


1 wAS 
THINKING OF 
GETTING NAVY, 
BUT SETTLED 
WITH WHITE 
IN THE END. 


ITS A 
WEARABLE 


BLANKET, 


PADDED WITH 


DIDN'T 
YOU SAY THE 
HEATING DOESN'T 





DERFUL... 


I’M IN 
TROUBLE! 


IT'S HARDLY 
EQUIVALENT 
To THe TIE 


YOU DIDN'T 
HAVE TO WoR- 


THIS ae 
MAKES THANKS. 
Me 





YOU SAID 
YOU WERE 
QUITTING. 


vs, WHAT WERE 
YOU DOING WITH 
‘A NEIGHBORING 
OLD MAN THIS LATE 
AT NIGHT? LONG 
ENOUGH FOR THE 
SMELL TO PERME- 
ATE, EVEN. 


IS SLEEP. 


THE OLD MAN 
ACROSS THE 
STREET CAME TO 
VISIT. THE SMELL 
COULD'VE COME 
FROM HIM, 





T eat 
TOO MUCH 
WHENEVER 

TM WITH 

You, 


YOU'D STILL 
BE CUTE, BUL- 
GING STOMACH 

AND EVERY- 

THING. 






































ARE YOU 
STUPID? 






















































































Ahh... 


It’s no use. 





I’m drowning. 





I SHOULD 
HAVE BOUGHT 
IT ALCOHOL- 
PREE... 


we ITS. 
THURSDAY 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
RESTING YOUR 
LIVER ON 
THURSDAYS. 








VERY CUTE, 
IT EVEN YIELDS. 
ACORNS... SO 

vo ‘SMALL AND 
ow ARK, 

WHAT IT'S 

CALLED? 


TLLGO wow, REALLY? 
FETCH A 

FEW. é Irs A 
JAPANESE 
THE — CHINKAPIN. 

ACORNS 

ARE 

EDIBLE. 




































































WHAT IS. 
It YOU WANT 
TO SAY? 























TY 
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T'D LIKE 
NoT YOU... 

TO COME 

OVER FOR 
A WHILE. 





WHEN 
THERE'S NO 
TELLING WHE aoe 
THER SOMEONE 
MiguT Be waT- WE GOT TOO 
CHING some- CARELESS, 
WHERE. 


AND I 
WON'T BE 
COMING TO 
YOUR PLACE 
FOR A WHILE 
EITHER. 




















ON ME, I 
SHOULD'VE 
BEEN CALITIOUS 





THIS EX- 
PLAINS THE 
STRANGENESS 
EARLIER THIS 
NOON, 


AHH, 


NOTHING 
HAPPENED. 


FOR YOU TO 
SAY THIS OUT 


SURMISE THAT 
SOMETHING 
HAPPENED. 


HAPPENED? 


IT's gust, 

BUT IF, DES- YOU'LL TURN 

PITE THAT, YOUR THIRTY AND 
RELATIONSHIP WITH MAKE FURTHER 

ASUPERIOR GETS STRIDES IN 

BROUGHT INTO THE YOUR CAR- 


OPEN, AND GETTING 
AHEAD BECOMES 
A FARAWAY THING 
FOR YOU... 


BUT YOU, 
ISN'T IT? THE 
ONE WHO'D 
BE WEIGHED 
DOWN. 


eR. 





IF IT Gets 
OUT THAT YOU 
THAT'S ARE DATING A 
WHAT YOU'RE — SUBORDINATE—AND 
THINKING, A MAN TO ToP IT 
ISN'T IT? OFF—YOU WON'T BE 
ABLE TO STAY IN 
‘THE COMPANY. 





I's WHAT 
OTHERS 
AROUND 

us WOULD 
THINK. 





IF WE THEN 
GET EXPOSED, YOU CAN 
1S NOT LIKE WMAGINE IT, 
NEITHER OF RIGHT? 
US WOULD BE 
JEOPAR- 
ize. 


THE WAY YOU MAKING 
SAY "expose" — ME MAD, 
AND "JEO- 
PARDIZE.” 





Superior. 
Subordinate. 
Man, 

Man. 

Future. 


NOZUE-SAN, 
YOU'RE THE ONE 
WHO THINKS WE'RE 
NOT NORMAL, 
MORE THAN ANY- 
ONE ELSE. 


THAT'S WHY YOU 
ARE SO AFRAID 
OF HOW "OTHERS" 
PERCEIVE US. 


Secret. 
Anxiety. 

To be exposed. 
To hide. 
Jeopardy. 
Self-protection. 


a». WHAT'S 
SO WRONG 
11's Because ABOUT BEING 
TM AFRAID AFRAID? 
TWAT I WANT TO. 








you sAlo 


BECALISE 
NOW T CHERISH AND AT 
YOU EVEN MORE —_THE TIME, T IT "HARDLY 

THAN I DID THOUGHT SO, MATTERED," 

BACK THEN. TOO. BUT IT'S THAT IT WAS 

DIFFERENT "NOTHING," 


IF 


THEN 
Bek You YOU REALLY 
PLEASE DO CHERISH 
LET ME STAY ME, 
CLOSER TO r 
you. 





Irs TELLING 
BECAUSE ME TO LEAVE 
OF THESE, A FEW SUITS 
THAT I. IN YOUR 
HOUSE... 


HID MY 
put — EMBARRASS- 
FORT TRUTHFULLY © MENT AND 
THOUGHT 1 was OUT oF PLAYED IT 
YOU WERE My MIND WITH COOL, 
CONSIDER- oy... 
ING THE 
FUTURE. 





LET's STOP. 
VISITING EACH 
OTHER'S HOUSES 
AND MEET UP 
IN PLACES A 
LITTLE FAR- 
THER. 











my 
WISH TO 
CHERISH YOU 
ALWAYS IS WHY 
‘SOME DISTANCE 
Is NECES- 
SARY. 





THAT 
I WOULD BE 
HEARING SUCH 
THINGS FROM 
YOU. 





we AS 
I'VE SAID, 


FOR THE 
SAKE OF... 


ALWAYS. 


IT's HOW You 

SAY THE RIGHT 
THAT IT GETS THINGS EACH AND 
MADDENING EVERY TIME, 
SOMETIMES. 





BUT IT 
APPEARS 
YOU TOOK 
ITFOR A 

JOKE. 


DION'T I? 





WHY DO YOU 

HAVE TO DECIDE 

EVERYTHING BY 
YOURSELF? 


EVEN I... 
‘MY MIND KEEPS 
RUNNING IN 
CIRCLES, TRYING 
SEARCHING = TO FIGURE OUT 
FORTHE =A WAY TO PRO- 
CoRneCT TECT YOU, 
ANSWER. 





TOGAWA, 
WAIT! 


This is impossible. 





Inall my Ihave 
forty years, always 


lve kept on being be If 
‘that dull kind eerie 


of person. 


critical. 


Even 
though | 
can say it 
only to him, 
Ietill can’t 
seem to 
doit. 





This is the first 
time I've ever been 
driven to share my life 
with someone else, 


Other than to 
unbecomingly drown 
init, or to sensibly asit is my 
take a hold of myself, last love. 
Ihave no clue what 
I should do. 
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